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of which the famous Chomolhari is the most
prominent peak.
And these lakes and meres are the haunt in
summer of innumerable wild-fowl. Bar-headed
geese and redshanks nest here. And families of
ruddy shelducks (the Brahminy duck of India, and
to be seen by all who pass by the lake in St. James's
Park), and gargeney teal are seen swimming in
the pools. Overhead fly sand-martins, brown-
headed gulls, and common terns.
Such was the country which the Expedition
had now to march through on its way, first to
Khamba Dzong, and then Shekar and Tingri,
passing occasionally through villages, for even at
15,000 feet barley and, sometimes, even wheat is
grown, so warm is the sun in the short summer,
but travelling for the most part through arid plains,
divided from one another by ranges of hills, the
outlying ridges running down from the Himalaya
which was always in sight on their left.
It was while crossing one of these elevated
ridges, at a height of 17,000 feet, that the first
calamity to the Expedition occurred. Both Kellas
and Raeburn had been ill at Phari. Kellas, indeed,
had been too ill to ride, and it had been necessary
to carry him in a litter. But he remained cheery
and no one considered that there was anything
critically serious with him. It came, therefore, as
a dreadful shock to the party when a man came
running up excitedly to Howard Bury and Wollas-
ton, just as they had arrived at Khamba Dzong,